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For full details, refer to the complete document

Scope and purpose
The policy applies to all research and research-
based outputs, using or facilitated by the 
NHS Research SDE Network. This includes 
peer-reviewed papers (full and pre-prints), 
conference abstracts, presentations, posters, 
reports, and associated press releases.

Objectives
	� Support public trust and transparency.

	� Ensure consistency across all SDE  
Network outputs.

	� Support open science and ensure  
fair credit for contributors.

Timeline and compliance
Researchers should ensure the research outputs 
are produced promptly, stay within the extent 
agreed in the Data Access Agreement (DAA), 
and inform the Network of outputs. 

Peer-reviewed article 
requirements
All peer-reviewed articles, aiming for open 
access publication, must state that the work 
used data accessed through the SDE Network 
and must include the Project ID (from the Data 
User Register) and all available DOIs for the 
data used or generated. Articles should clearly 
document the following details:

Data metadata: name of data sources and specific date ranges.

Legal basis: 
whether NHS data used explicit participant consent or another legal 
framework.

Cohort selection: the approach used to select the study population.

Data: 
identifiers used for linkage, the success rate of the process, whether the 
analysis dataset retained identifiers, and if data were extracted to the 
sponsor's environment.

Governance: 
confirmation that Data Access Committees involved Patient and Public 
Involvement and Engagement (PPIE) members.

Federated analytics: the approach used if data came from multiple SDEs or external sources.

Data sharing: 
Publications should include a data sharing or data availability 
statement explaining how data may be accessed for future research, or 
why access is restricted.

https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdigital.nhs.uk%2Fdata-and-information%2Fresearch-powered-by-data%2Fsupport-and-resources%2Fsde-network-acknowledgements-and-publications-policy%3Fkey%3DtlsYNUPwFahSkn9HEYd3obVu8LzjLj8TA2AATx4RfPpzBgV9Skm6KUL6H5T79Nsh%23measurement-and-tracking-of-research-outputs&data=05%7C02%7Cnecsu.designteam%40nhs.net%7C8c2f40f97fe4430cae8908ded8e93031%7C37c354b285b047f5b22207b48d774ee3%7C0%7C0%7C639186693384346813%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2Bf%2BUDOjyfTsAOAFXHnz473Q4GsF1TV1wpx366TWlKqc%3D&reserved=0


Authorship and collaborator credit

	� Co-authorship: 
lead researchers must check if SDE staff qualify for co-authorship on 
each output.

	� Group authorship: 
an SDE or the SDE Network may be listed as a group author where 
appropriate.

	� Acknowledgements: 
SDE staff who do not meet full authorship criteria should be 
acknowledged for their contributions.

	� Collaborators: all SDE contributors should be using information provided by the SDE.

Review, media, and transparency

	� Pre-submission review: not mandatory unless explicitly required by your DAA.

	� Optional review: 
you are encouraged to offer drafts for review to ensure appropriate 
SDE Network recognition.

	� Escalation: flag any sensitive findings or concerns to the SDE.

	� Media activities: 
notify the SDE as early as possible before engaging with media and 
share draft press materials where appropriate.

Outputs

	� Citation tracking:
research outputs are an important metric and you should promptly 
submit your final publication citation or link via the central web 
form on the SDE Network website.

	� Public-facing outputs: 
summaries should be provided for all projects. Where participants 
were consented, findings should be shared back with participants.

	� Additional:  
where the HDR Gateway supported data discovery or access, 
additionally follow the HDR UK Attribution Policy.

Dispute resolution
Any disagreements must be resolved before any outputs are published.

Checklist
Use the supplied checklist to help ensure your output meets the requirements. 

Default acknowledgement text to use in the manuscript

The text below may be adjusted to fit publisher word counts or style guides.

“This research was enabled by secure access to data through the [NAME] Secure Data Environment (SDE) 
(Project ID: EEXXXX), part of the NHS Research SDE Network. The NHS Research SDE Network has been 
funded by the NHS and the following government departments: Dept of Health and Social Care and Office 
for Life Sciences. This research was Powered by NHS Data, using data collected by the NHS as part of 
patients’ care. We thank the public for supporting this work and the people whose data contributed.”
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