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Amendment History: 

Version Date Amendment History 

0.1 27/08/2013 First draft produced. Signed off by the CIU Board. 

1.0 24/09/2013 Updated following comments received following the ISB appraisal 

 

Approvals: 

Name Organisation Version Date 

CIU Board CIU Board 0.1 27/08/13 

CIU Board CIU Board 1.0 20/09/13 

 

Related Documents: 

Ref # Doc Reference  Title Version Date 

1 Change Submission SACT Dataset – Change 
Submission 

1.0 27/08/13 

2 Specification SACT Dataset – Specification 1.1 27/08/13 

3 Data Dictionary Change 
Request 

SACT Dataset – Data Dictionary 
Change Request 

1.0  

4 Implementation User Guide SACT Dataset – Implementation 
Guide 

0.10 27/08/13 

5 Dataset SACT Dataset 2.0 27/08/13 

 

Glossary of Terms: 

Term Acronym Definition 

Cancer  For the purposes of this standard the term ‘cancer’ is 
used throughout the standard and related documents 
to cover all conditions registerable by the UK and 
Ireland Association of Cancer Registries. 

Chemotherapy Intelligence 
Unit 

CIU   Team responsible for supporting SACT. 

Chemotherapy Planning 
Oncology Resource Tool 

C-PORT Resource management tool 

Commissioners  Organisations that plan, purchase and monitor 
services to meet the health needs of their local 
population. 

The Health and Social Care 
Information Centre 

HSCIC The Health and Social Care Information Centre is 
England's central, authoritative source of health and 
social care information for frontline decision makers, 
which builds upon the Health and Social Care Act 
2012. 

International Statistical 
Classification of Diseases and 
Related Health Problems 

ICD A medical classification list for the coding of diseases, 
signs and symptoms, abnormal findings, complaints, 
social circumstances and external causes of injury or 
diseases, as maintained by the World Health 
Organization (WHO).  (The title is followed by the 
revision number, e.g. ICD10 is the tenth revision.)   
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International Classification of 
Diseases for Oncology 

ICD-O An extension of the ICD coding system used 
principally in tumour or cancer registries for coding 
the site (topography) and the histology (morphology) 
of neoplasms.  (The title is followed by the revision 
number, e.g. ICD-O-3 is the third revision.)   

Improving Outcomes: A 
Strategy for Cancer  

IOSC The overarching strategy for cancer services in 
England. 

Information Standard IS A measure that ensures that information is managed 
in a consistent manner across health and social care, 
both by the computers and the staff. 

Multi-disciplinary team MDT Clinical team that determines patient management 

National Cancer Intelligence 
Network 

NCIN A UK-wide initiative, working to drive improvements in 
standards of cancer care and clinical outcomes by 
improving and using the information collected about 
cancer patients for analysis, publication and 
research. 

National Cancer Registration 
Service 

NCRS National Cancer Registration System is the merger of 
the 8 English Cancer Registries into a single 
organisation, under one director, using a single 
system (Encore). 

The National Institute for 
Health and Care 
Excellence 

NICE The National Institute for Health and Care Excellence 
(NICE) provides national guidance and advice to 
improve health and social care. 

Office of Population 
Censuses and Surveys  

OPCS OPCS is a procedural classification for the coding of 
operations, procedures and interventions performed 
during in-patient stays, day case surgery and some 
out-patient attendances in the National Health 
Service (NHS). 

Payment by Results PbR Commissioning mechanism used to provide a 
transparent, rules-based system for paying Providers 
in which efficiency will be rewarded, patient choice 
supported and activity for sustainable waiting time 
reductions is encouraged. 

Providers  Organisations that provide health services. 

Public Health England Public Health 
England 

Public Health England is an executive agency of the 
Department of Health in the United Kingdom, taking 
up its full powers from 1 April 2013 Its role is 
protecting and improving the nation’s health and well 
being and to reduce inequalities. 

Review of Central Returns ROCR The Review of Central Returns (ROCR) process is 
concerned with supporting the Department of Health 
(DH) and its Arm’s Length Bodies (ALBs) to 
implement the government's policy in 'Reducing the 
burden' of data collections from the NHS. 

Systemic Anti-Cancer 
Therapy 

SACT The national collection of all cancer chemotherapy 
data in the NHS in England, which covers all solid 
tumour and haematological malignancies. This 
includes all adult and paediatric cancer patients, 
those in clinical trials, and covers acute inpatient, 
daycase, outpatient and community settings. 

United Kingdom 
Association of Cancer 
Registries 

UKACR A body aimed at promoting and developing cancer 
registration in England, Wales, Scotland, Northern 
Ireland and the Republic of Ireland. 
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XML Schema  The documentation, definitions and descriptions 
required to enable the production and transmission of 
data for a specific XML language.  

 
 
Copyright: 

You may re-use this information (excluding logos) free of charge in any format or medium, under the 
terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, visit nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-
government-licence or email psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk. 

Where we have identified any third-party copyright information, you will need to obtain permission from 
the copyright holders concerned. 
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1 Overview 

1.1 Summary 

Standard 

Standard Number ISB 1533  

Standard Title Systemic Anti-Cancer Therapy Dataset 

Release 

Release Number Amd 24/2013 

Release Title SACT Dataset Version 2.0 Updates 

Description As part of the SACT Dataset’s on-going implementation and maintenance, 
a number of changes have been identified: 
 
Addition of the following data item in order to comply with general 
Information Standard rules:  

 NHS NUMBER STATUS INDICATOR CODE 

 
Change of data item name to TNM STAGE GROUPING (FINAL 
PRETREATMENT) in order to align with the Cancer Outcomes and 
Services Dataset (COSD). This change affects the following data item: 

 TNM CATEGORY (FINAL PRETREATMENT)  

 
Update data item description for the following data item in order to provide 
further clarification that this data item corresponds to the term ‘line of 
chemotherapy’ expressed in many prescribing systems:  

 SYSTEMIC ANTI-CANCER THERAPY PROGRAMME NUMBER 

  
Addition of a new national code (‘D – Disease Modification’) to the following 
data item in order to reflect current clinical practice. Guidance on this 
national code is included in the SACT User Implementation Guide in which 
it explains its intended use 

 DRUG TREATMENT INTENT 

Implementation  
Completion Date 

1
st
 April 2014 

1.2 Supporting Products 

Reference Title 

1 SACT Dataset – Specification v1.2  

2 SACT Dataset – Implementation User Guide v0.11 

3 SACT Dataset v2.0  

4 SACT Dataset – NHS Data Model and Dictionary Change Request 1370 

1.3 Related Standards 

Reference Title 

ISB 0149-02 NHS Number for Secondary Care 

http://www.isb.nhs.uk/documents/isb-1533/amd-24-2013/1533242013spec.pdf
http://www.isb.nhs.uk/documents/isb-1533/amd-24-2013/1533242013guid.pdf
http://www.isb.nhs.uk/documents/isb-1533/amd-24-2013/1533242013ds.pdf
http://www.isb.nhs.uk/documents/isb-1533/amd-24-2013/1533242013ddcr.pdf
http://www.isb.nhs.uk/documents/isb-0149-02/dscn-32-2008/index_html
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ISB 0021 ICD-10 

ISB 1521 Cancer Outcomes and Services Dataset 
 

http://www.isb.nhs.uk/documents/isb-0021/amd-86-2010/index_html
http://www.isb.nhs.uk/documents/isb-1521/amd-40-2012/index_html
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2 Change Specification 

2.1 New Items 

The following data item has been added to the SACT Dataset (version 2.0) from 1
st
 April 214 in order 

to comply with general Information Standard rules.  

 

Data item number: 43 

Data item section: Demographics and consultant 

Data item name: NHS NUMBER STATUS INDICATOR CODE 

Data item description / national codes:  

The NHS NUMBER STATUS INDICATOR CODE indicates the verification status of the NHS number 
provided. 

Format: an2 

Data dictionary element: NHS number status indicator code 

 

2.2 Amendments 

The following data items have been amended for use within the SACT Dataset (version 2.0) from 1
st
 

April 2014. New text is marked in blue highlight. Text that has been removed is in red text marked with 
a strikethrough.  

 

Data item number: 12 

Data item section: Clinical Status 

Data item name: TNM CATEGORY STAGE GROUPING (FINAL PRETREATMENT) 

Data item description / national codes:  

To allow analysis by stage, which is essential for outcome analysis 

Format: an5 

Data dictionary element: TNM stage grouping (final pretreatment) 

 

Data item number: 13 

Data item section: Programme and Regimen 

Data item name: PROGRAMME NUMBER 

Data item description / national codes:  

To allow for sequential analysis of patient care, may start at any number to account for previous 
treatment and is unique to each patient. This also corresponds to the term ‘line of chemotherapy' 
expressed in many prescribing systems. 

Format: n2 

Data dictionary element:  Systemic Anti-Cancer Therapy Programme Number 
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Data item number: 15 

Data item section: Programme and Regimen 

Data item name: DRUG TREATMENT INTENT 

Data item description / national codes:  

A   Adjuvant 

N   Neoadjuvant 

C   Curative 

P   Palliative 

D   Disease modification  

Format: an1 

Data dictionary element: Intent of treatment 

 

2.3 Deletions 

Not applicable.  


